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13 July 1967
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I am attaching & sesorandam from Jis Brmeell vhlch swmerizes
CIA support to the Department of Commerce on the guestion of
liconsing su {tem of military importence to Foland. The itex
involved is » Yorden gravimeter which hes ispoxiant geodetlic uses
and which vonldd be partioularly helpful to the U3GR in the develop-
ment of o wvorldvide geodetic cooxiinete system snd would help teo
sstaklish sn sccurate relstionship between Soviet missile lmunch
sltes xnd targets in e Galted 3tates.

In over 90F of its licensing actions, Cosserce 18 «ble to
determine from the record that thete is no sscwrity problem snd,
therefore, ia =zble to teke sotion without reference to any cther
agency, including CIA. Thisz wes ope of thuse cases in wich the
Ageney was not informed prior to the Commeyce decision. However,
+0 the credit of of Jim Bromell's staff ~-- who has been
working closely with us on irale control matiers for a long time --
the Commmree dscision was $dentified from informmtion included in

an exchange of cables Detween “oshington snd the American Esbassy
mmaw. mmmcmmwum
the dengers of aelling this esquipsent to a Commsnist counivy, and
our ataff in twrn notified the Department of Commerce. Az o com-
sequence, Coumerce has withdreun the license pending further yeview.

As you will see from the newspeper articles atteched to Jim
Bramell's memorsodus, Semators Mapdt and Bavry Byrd raised sharp
objéstiona to this license. However, by the time thelr complaints
were received Commerce vwes abls to alvise them that the license bad
siresty been vithivewn because of coertain intellipgence information.

“hile ve have done more than reguired in this particular case
and have soved Comseyce scwe embarTassment, I hope 1t doesn't lead
to Congressionnl demsnds thet Commerce submdt the other 90% of thelr
licensing sctions to CIA for yveview in order to aveld apother
incident of this kind. ‘'this vould create an lumpossidle worklosd,
and the extremely small additional protection afforded U3 nationsl
seourity isteresta would not meke the effort worthvwhiie.
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